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Extract from a Discourse delivered in New York, 


SHIPWRECK OF FAITH. 





How comes it that Christian men do sometimes 
lose their testimony? I believe the reason is not 
far to seek. I will give an explanation of that 
which causes the trouble that may astonish some 
of you who have not yet fully yielded your hearts 
toGod. Do you suppose, because a man makes 
a certain religious profession, and because he has 
enjoyed a certain definite religious experience, 
that, therefore, for sooth, it follows as a matter of 
necessity that he will lead a holy, pure, virtuous, 
God honoring life? Surely, this establishment of 
a proper relation between the man and his God is 
the first great necessity; but when that has been 
done, surely all is not done. I will tell you what 
that great change is not. It is not the winding up 
of ahuman machine, so that it is bound to go 
right for the remainder of its life, just as I wind 
my watch, with the certain result that, if in order, 
it will run for the next twenty-four hours. The 
watch is a piece of cunningly devised mechanism ; 
but, my dear friends, a man does not cease to be a 
man when he becomes a Christian. He does not 
become a mere skillful piece of mechanism worked 
by divine power. He is still a free agent; and in 
the freedom of his human agency, it is still incum- 
bent upon him to employ that divine force which 
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alone is equal to the task of enabling him to lead 
a pure life. Does the apostle say: ‘‘ Be partakers 
of the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lusts of 
the flesh?” No. That is not what he says. 
What does he say? ‘‘ This I say and testify: 
Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lusts 
of the flesh.’”” The man that is continually draw- 
ing his inspiration from God, will not yield to 
temptation; but the man who is not doing so, 
though he may have had the conversion of a Saul 
of Tarsus—I care not how miraculous and aston- 
ishing the features of his conversion may have 
been, if the man does not walk in the Spirit, I do 
not believe he is overcoming sin. How shall we 
walk in the Spirit? Here is one side of the mat- 
ter: ‘* The just shall live by faith.’”’ The reason 
why so many Christian men fall in their commer- 
cial life, and bring discredit upon their Lord, is 
that they do not live by faith. They begin to live 
by faith ; they come to Christ as helpless sinners, 
and throw themselves upon him for salvation. 
But to have done that is not enough. They want 
to go on as they began. As their spiritual life 
commenced with their sense of moral helplessness, 
so their spiritual career is to be continued by a 
continual believing apprehension of the power 
that is in Christ Jesus. Men fail to realize this, 
and thus they fail in their experience and in their 
conduct and in their character.—W. Hay Aitken. 
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OUR LONDON LETTER. 

After listening one evening to an essay upon 
India, which mentioned, amongst other things, the 
widely prevalent system of caste which exists 
there, our eye next morning fell, by a curious 
coincidence, upon some remarks that have just 
fallen from C. H. Spurgeon upon the very same 
subject. ‘* I know several respectable chapels, so 
dreadfully respectable that the people in them 
never speak to one another, especially if they do 
not belong to the same class. We English people 
cannot bear caste in Hindostan, of course. But it 
is only a case of black faces and white; we have 
got quite as much caste here as the Hindoos have. 
In the times of Malachi they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another. In these times, we 
who fear the Lord speak often against one another. 
That is the only difference, but it isa very serious 
difference.”” What a wonderful faculty this gifted 
preacher has of putting familiar, but unheeded, 
truths in some new and striking light, that serves 
to attract our attention to them, as though they 
were something we had not thought much of be- 
fore! It puts one in mind of what Dr. O. Wen- 
dell Holmes once described as depolarising the 
language in which familiar truths are expressed, 
that is, taking off their old, conventional attire, and 
clothing the ideas in the clear and simple terms of 
every-day speech, just as we should do if we were 
addressing our own children. If we remember 
rightly, he showed how some process of this kind 
would often help us in the exposition of Scripture, 
and in gaining a clearer and more vivid perception 
of the essence of the beautiful narratives which it 
contains. To a certain extent, the language of the 
authorized version (in spite of the grace and 
dignity of its style) has acquired an archaic qual- 
ity and conventionalism, which lessens the force of 
its appeal to the ordinary reader; and, as the 
Bible was translated into the ‘‘ vulgar tongue” two 
centuries and a half ago, so it may be found good 
and helpful to adapt its language, from time to 
time, and with reverential care, to the forms of 
speech in use at the present day. 

London, Twelfth mo. 19, 1885. 


—+e- 


Joaquin MILLER ON MOoNUMENTS.—Before me 
rises the Washington monument, the noblest, most 
impressive, as well as the loftiest shaft, that is. 
Yet I never see it without wishing heartily that the 
marble had been fashioned into a temple of educa- 
tion for these helpless and ignorant people about 
me. Washington needed no monument. Nor does 
any man who deserves it. And just stop and think 
what an eternal good would come of a mighty 
temple reared to eternal culture. I say, consecrate 
all the tombs and money devoted to the dead to the 
education and care of the living ! 


Se —_______ 


‘¢ Many pray that the Lord would use them as his 
instruments, who ought to pray first that they be- 
come nothing.” 


For Friends’ Review. 
SOME REASONS WHY WE OBJECT. 

In the notice of Ohio Yearly Meeting, in the 
Friends’ Review, No. 7 of the current volume, it 
is represented that a minister of that Yearly Meet- 
ing assumed and taught that baptism with water 
belonged to the Christian dispensation; that our 
Lord in the great commission to His Apostles, 
‘¢Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” &c., 
meant water ; and that the Apostles so understood 
our Lord and Master. With these assumptions we 
take issue, knowing that they cannot be proven by 
Scripture, therefore they cannot have any better 
foundation or authority than human supposition; 
for it was not John the Baptist nor the Apostles that 
introduced and established Christianity, or the new 
covenant, but Jesus Christ Himself. And if any con. 
clude that there is Apostolic authority for water bap- 
tism, let them remember that the Apostle Paul is quite 
as good authority as any of his brethren, and it is 
certainly unwise and unsafe to teach for doctrine 
our supposed notions when we cannot say, ‘‘ Thus 
saith the Lord.’’ For such teaching has caused, and 
in all reasonable probability ever will cause, discord, 
dissension and divisions in the church, which things 
it is our duty as Christians, and especially as Chris- 
tian ministers to guard against. 

When a case occurs in regard to which there is 
no positive proof, we must collect and collate the 
collateraland circumstantial evidence bearing on the 
point at issue, and by the aid of reason, with an 
unbiassed judgment, we stand a fair chance of ar- 
riving at a correct decision. 

Does water baptism, or do carnal ordinances be- 
long to the Christian dispensation ? 


Our Lord and Saviour, the Head and High Priest 
of the new covenant, said, ‘‘ My kingdom is not 
of this world.” John xviii. 36. But these cere- 
monies are of this world, therefore, reason is, they 
are not of His kingdom. Again He said, ‘ For 
lo, the kingdom of God is within you.”’ Luk, xvii. 
21. Meaning that it was spiritual; whereas these 
things are outward or external, therefore of a dif- 
ferent nature. 

The Apostle Paul said, ‘‘ The kingdom of God 
is not eating and’ drinking.”” Rom. xiv. 17. 
These things are temporal, with eating and drink- 
ing, therefore they are not appurtenances of Christ’s 
kingdom, or dispensation. That the Christian dis- 
pensation is spiritual, in contradistinction to the 
former ritualistic covenant is, so fully taught in 
the New Testament, and especially in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, that we believe it is so accepted 
by all evangelical Christians; this makes it matter 
of astonishment that so many persistently endeavor 
to couple carnal ordinances to a dispensation con- 
fessedly spiritual. It was solemnly signified to the 
three favored disciples on the mount of transfigura- 
tion, that they should no longer tabernacle with 
Moses or Elias (John the Baptist), but simply hear 
and follow the beloved Son of God. Mark ix. 7. 
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It is clearly taught that our Lord ‘* abolished in 
His flesh the enmity, even the law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances,’”’ Eph. ii, 15. Note 
the Apostle speaks of ordinances as enmity, mean. 
ing no doubt that they were enmity or a hindrance 
to the covenant of grace. Again the Apostle wrote 
of our Lord, that He had ‘‘ blotted out the bond 
written in ordinances (and he states the reason 
why He had done it), that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and He hath taken it out of the 
way, nailing it to the cross.’’ Col. ii. 14. Blessed 
be His holy name for making the way so plain, and 
for removing those needless encumbrances. 


And it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to 
the Apostles as well, not to require any rituals of us 
Gentile converts. Acts xv. 28. 

Seeing we are so fully and clearly taught 
through the Spirit of inspiration, the spiritual and 
non-ritualistic nature of Christ’s kingdom, or dis- 
pensation; that He abolished in His flesh the en- 
mity, even the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances; that He blotted out the bond 
written in ordinances, which was against and con- 
trary to us, taking out of the way those shadows 
of good things to come, releasing us from bondaze 
to those weak and beggarly elements which were 
only imposed upon the Israelites until the time of 
this great reformation through Christ; and the 
Apostle now exhorting us ‘‘to stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,’’ Gal. v. 
1, we submit that it is unreasonable to suppose 
that the Lord Jesus, ‘‘in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge,” did at once institute 
other ordinances of the same nature: ordinances 
standing in meats and drinks, with washing or 
wetting. And if He did a thing which was so 
unreasonable and contrary to His blotting out the 
former rituals, reason is that it would have been 
clearly and definitely stated, which we know is not 
done. Therefore, in view of all the facts in the 
case, it is strange that any would assume without 
qualification that carnal ordinances belonged to the 
Christian dispensation. 

Next. Did the great commission include baptism 
with water ? 

It is certain that water is not mentioned in the 
commission, and it is ascertain that the word baptism 
does not necessarily imply water, and is frequently 
used in the Scripture without any allusion to water. 
Therefore, it is evident that no one can safely go 
further than to say, J suppose he meant water. And 
we believe it to be clearly unwarrantable to estab 
lish and teach the use of an ordinance, calling it 
Christian or divine when there is no better founda- 
tion for it than human supposition. Baptism with 
water is expressly and emphatically John’s baptism, 
and Christ’s or Christian baptism is as clearly with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire. John the Baptist 
said: ‘*I indeed baptize you with wafer unto re- 
pentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than 1, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire,” &c. Mat. iii. 2. Here the two baptisms are 
fully stated and fairly distinguished. And the 
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Lord Jesus said: ‘‘ John indeed baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence.” Acts i. 5. Here, 
again, the two baptisms are distinctly stated. Then 
the Apostle Paul testified that ,‘* There is one 
body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
and one God.’’ Eph. iv. 4, 5. 

That is, evidently, one baptism pertaining to the 
new covenant, and of course Jesus did not discard 
His own and adopt John’s. We suppose that no 
Christian will presume to deny that Christ’s bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost is the genuine essential 
Christian baptism. If so, we must leave John’s or 
show that Paul was mistaken in teaching that there 
was but one. 

To be baptized with, or into, means to be intro- 
duced or made acquainted with, to be imbued with 
or brought under the influence of. The Apostle 
wrote: ‘‘ For in one Spirit were we all baptized into 
one body.”” II Cor. xii. 13. Introduced by the 
Spirit into the unity, fellowship and faith of the 
gospel. When the Lord Jesus gave the great com- 
mission, the time was at hand when He would 
ascend to the throne on high, and He said to His 
Apostles, ‘‘Go ye therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Mat. xxviii. 19. All the world outside of Jewry 
were idolaters; they knew not God, they were 
ignorant of the plan, and had no hope of salva- 
tion. 

Go ye therefore and tell them the good tidings, 
introduce them to, bring them to the knowledge 
of, baptize them into the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. ‘Tell the story, sound His 
praises, He cometh again.’’ This is just what they 
did do, and they that believe are baptized into 
unity and fellowship with the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and are saved. When we come to the 
knowledge of the affliction of our friend's family, 
we are baptized into sympathy with them. Read 
how Paul told the story on Mars Hill to the idol- 
atrous Greeks. Acts xvii. 24—31. Paul’s com- 
mission is definitely stated, thus: ‘‘I send thee to 
open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” 
Acts xxvi. 18. Paul was sent to the same idol- 
atrous nations that the other Apostles were sent to, 
and all reason is that they had the same commis- 
sion; and this notable Apostle states positively in 
regard to elementary baptism: ‘‘ For Christ sent 
me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.’’ Cor. 
i. 17. ‘This appears to have been written by the 
Apostle twenty-six years after the ascension of our 
Lord, and if He commanded baptism with water, 
all reason is that.Paul knew it, and yet he thanked 
God that he had baptized but a few (in that way). 
And truly it seems very unreasonable to suppose 
that the Apostle Paul thanked God that he had ne- 
glected Christ’s command; but when we consider 
Paul’s journeyings and labors, we do not doubt but 
he baptized as many in the sense that our Lord 
meant, as any ofthe Apostles. We, therefore, 
think it a legitimate, if not a necessary conclusion, 
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that as Paul was not sent to baptize with water, no 
other was commissioned to that service. 


Did the Apostles and Evangelists understand our 
Lord to command water baptism? It may be seen 
that with the construction which we have given of 
our Lord’s meaning in the great commission as re- 
corded by Matthew, that the preaching of the gospel 
included the baptism as stated; but if he meant 
baptism with water, it would not be included in 
the preaching ; hence we find that the injunction to 
baptize is not given by either of the other evan- 
gelists, whereas if our Lord designed to institute a 
standing elementary ordinance, it would have been 
a grave omission, for if Matthew’s gospel had been 
lost, Christ’s authority for this ritual would have 
been lost also. This proves to our mind that Mark, 
Luke and John, and probably Matthew, did not 
understand the Master to allude to an outward 
ordinance. 

In like manner we find the supposed authority 
for the ceremony of bread and wine, ‘‘ This do in 
remembrance of me,’’ Luke xxii. 19; not given 
by either of the other evangelists ; whereas, if they 
understood those words to imply the establishing 
an ordinance to be entailed upon the church, reason 
is, they would have recorded them; but we sup- 
pose He meant that as often as they observed the 
Passover after that time, they should do it in re- 
membrance of Him, instead of the deliverance of 
their ancestors in Egypt. 

That the Apostles baptized with water is not 
questioned, but they were Jews, trained to ritualism 
from infancy, and they baptized before the great 
commission was given, as well as after, therefore 
their practice does not prove that they understood 
our Lord to mean water baptism; but the proof 
from their practice is on the other side, both in re- 
gard to baptism and the supper, for reason is, that 
it they understood the Master to mean these cere- 
monies, we conclude that after the ascension, when 
baptizing any they would have called on those 
sacred names, and we would have some account of 
their celebrating the eucharist. To speak of their 
observing this ceremony when breaking bread from 
house to house, or when breaking bread at Troas, 
simply betrays the lack of proof. 

If the Apostles had understood these practices to 
be Christian rites, reason is, that when they were 
met to consult and advise concerning ordinances, 
they would have required Gentile converts to ob- 
serve them, but they did not. Acts xv. 28. For 
the foregoing reasons and others of like tenor, we 
conclude that the burden of Scripture proof fairly 
shows that these outward rites do not belong to the 
Christian dispensation. That baptism with water 
was not included in the great commission, neither 
did the Evangelists and Apostles accept and under- 
stand that these practices: were enjoined by our 
divine Lord and Master. And we do know, both 
from Scripture and observation, that formalism and 
ritualism are antipodes to spirituality ; that they are 
carnal, and are not, neither can they be made sub- 
ject to, nor constituent parts of the law of God, 
which is the religion of Jesus Christ, they being the 
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offspring of the bond-woman which are at enmity 
with, which are contrary or opposed to, and per. 
secute the seed of the free-woman, which are the 
true Israel of God. And while they plead for an 
inheritance, seeking by the most specious device to 
insinuate themselves into the family, seeking to 
gain sympathy by demanding liberty, and crying 
persecution when the door is closed against them. 
But the word of the Lord stands irrevocable, ‘* Cast 
out the bond-woman and her son, for the son of 
the handmaid shall not inherit with the son of the 
free-woman.’’ Gal. iv. 23—30. 


. Davip Hunt. 
Iowa Falls, Iowa. 
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From The Episcopal Recorder. 
A THRILLING INCIDENT. 


It is not necessary to go beyond the daily papers 
for thrilling tragedies, and most suggestive topics. 
A few days since, they contained the account of a 
shipwreck upon the Jersey coast in one of the re- 
cent gales. The barque ‘‘ Malta’’ came ashore at 
Ocean Grove. The tide being very full, she struck 
far up on the beach, and very soon began to break 
up from the force of the waves. Forced by the 
violent wind, the brown seething breakers came in 
with tremendous power, and the doomed vessel 
groaned and creaked under their impact, and it 
was very evident that she could not last long. 
Then with relentless fury, the seas broke over the 
stern of the vessel, forcing the crew to take refuge 
in the forward rigging. 

Soon after daylight the coast guard made its ap- 
pearance with the apparatus provided by the gov- 
ernment for saving life. The mortar was planted 
in the sand, and the heavy bolt with a fine line 
attached was shot athwart the rigging of the barque. 
To it a larger line was attached and quickly drawn 
taut. To this strong line was rigged the device 
known as the breeches-bnoy. Into it one of the 
crew got, and was safely drawn to land. But the 
process was slow, and another sailor, fearful and 
impatient, got a plank and essayed to reach the 
shore without other aid. Relying upon his own 
strength, and both disregarding and defying the 
beneficent rules of the service he launched himself 
into the boiling waters. Alas, he overestimated 
his own powers, and wofully underestimated those 
of the foaming waves. His efforts were as nothing, 
he was buffeted about as a thing of naught, and 
before the eyes of his comrades and those who 
stood ready to aid him, he was overwhelmed and 
drowned. All the rest surrendering themselves to 
the agency provided got safe to land. But one of 
them before committing himself to the breeches- 
buoy, collected together some of his worldly pos- 
sessions in the hope of saving them, as well as 
himself. The attempt was well nigh fatal, for the 
weight was so great that it brought an undue strain 
upon the buoy, and he sank deep into the water, 
and was only dragged to land by much effort, and 
in a greatly exhausted condition. 

Our story has a moral, which is evident. There 
is a way provided for the salvation of men’s souls, 
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from the awful dangers which threaten him. He 
has but to depend upon Christ, to fall into His 
arms, and he is safe. His part is to let go all 
other dependence, and trust. The breeches: buoy 
sometimes fails to accomplish its beneficient errand, 
but he who trusts in Jesus has around him arms 
that are omnipotent, which will surely and safely 
carry him to the haven where he would be. 

But the man who seeks salvation must cast the 
world behind him. He must give up everything 
which tends to impede his progress, lest his lot be 
that of the burdened sailor, who added. to his risks 
by his love of the things of this world. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 











THE London Missionary Society has had a most 
unfortunate and discouraging experience so far in 
Central Africa. It established a mission on Lake 
Tanganyika nine years ago at great cost, and has 
supported it ever since, under the most trying cir- 
cumstances. In this period twenty-three men have 
been sent out, of whom ten have died, and nine 
have returned from the service, leaving at present 
but four in the field. A few months ago, intelli- 
gence of the death of two of the missionaries— 
the Rev. John Harris and Mr. Roxburgh—was re- 
ceived, and shortly after, two of the later mission- 
aries, the Rev. D. P. Jones and the Rev. Bowen 
Rees, sent in their resignations, and started for 
home. Both gave the same season for resigning. 
Mr. Jones wrote: ‘‘ Considering the deaths lately 
of my fellow-missionaries, and the past history in 
this respect of the Central African Mission, which 
convinces me of the entire unsuitability of Eu- 
ropeans to stand the climate of these parts, and 
also considering the unsettled state of my health 
up to this time, 1 desire (the Committee being 
willing, and thinking it reasonable) to leave the 
field as soon as it may be convenient.’’ Mr. Rees 
said: ** Having been unwell since I have settled in 
this country, and there being at present no signs 
of my getting well, also that I see my fellow-mis- 
sionaries falling one after the other, I am convinced 
that Europeans are not qualified physically for the 
climate of this part of Africa. Consequently I 
feel that I am compelled to return home as soon 
as possible.” These changes, as already stated, 
reduced the force in the field to four, of whom 
only one, the Rev. T. F. Shaw, is a minister, Cap. 
tain Hare, and Messrs. Swann and Brooks, serving 
as laymen. In the same mail with the letters of 
resignation came letters from Captain Hare and 
Mr. Swann. Captain Hare, a man of great ex- 
perience and usefulness, wrote. 

‘As to the future of the Mission, I can add 
nothing to my last few letters. My work is going 
on well. Swann, also, is cheerful and determined, 


while as for Europeans living and working in the 
country, if you could come to Kavala for a week, 
you would soon be convinced; and, if we look 
further off, it is nothing but a tide of Europeans 
crowding into the continent from all sides, and 
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onizing, or amassing wealth, according to their 
séveral missions. One thing grieves me; it is that 
you should happen to have before you, perhaps at 
the same time as these sad tidings, the letter in 
which I request youto finda manin my place. 
What I expressed in that letter I feel now; but I 
beg it may add no weight to your troubles concern- 
ing the Mission, but that you will depend upon me 
to the last, as though I were always going to stay — 
or, if further emergency occur, and I still have 
strength, I will by no means leave that unfinished 
which is evidently mine. As to my present posi- 
tion and condition, I must say I never was so com- 
fortable, or so well off generally, since [ have been 
here, nor had such an extensive or organized work 
in hand. All is going well up to the extent of our 
numbers. I anxiously await the news of reinforce- 
ments, hoping you may have been able to find the 
suitable men, of whose existence I can have no 
doubt; and praying that such may be found to 
take up the work which is awaiting them here. 

The directors of the Society were thus brought 
face to face with the serious question, whether a ° 
mission that had cost so much and yielded so little 
ought not to be abandoned. But, after careful 
deliberation, they resolved to go on with it with 
greater earnestness than ever. They will send out, 
therefore, a strong re-enforcement, as soon as suita- 
ble men can be selected. Two clerical and two 
medical men and a good engineer are asked for, 
to go out at once, and in a few months four or five 
will be sent out.—/ndependent. 


W_ Hay AITKEN, the ‘ Missioner,’’ while vicar 
of Everton, devoted a part of each year to mis- 
sion work in other towns and cities; and the 
largest churches and halls were too small to con- 
tain the thousands of persons who desired to hear 
his mission message. When Evangelist Moody 
closed his services in London and Liverpool, Mis- 
sioner Aitken was the only clergyman of the 
Church of England who could attract to the same 
halls thousands of hearers. Mr. Moody urged him 
to give up parochial duty, and to do ‘‘ the work of 
an evangelist,’’ and, after due consideration, he 
decided to do so, though his income as vicar of 
Everton was one thousand five hundred pounds per 
annum, about seven thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Master whom he serves provides for his ne- 
cessities. —/bid. 


—- - —— 


TEMPERANCE IN CONGRESS. 





The Forty-ninth Congress assembled in Wash- 
ington on the 7th ult. The National Temperance 
Society’s petitions were promptly presented in the 
Senate and House of Representatives asking, (1), 
for a National Commission of Inquiry concerning 
the alcoholic liquor-traffic, (2), for the prohibition 
of the liquor-traffic in the District of Columbia, 
and (3), tor the submission to the several States of 
a prohibitory amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. Senator Blair, of New Hamp- 
shire, has introduced a joint resolution proposing 
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a prohibitory constitutional amendment, also a bill 
providing for the study of physiology and the ef- 
fects of intoxicants and narcotics in the public 
schools of the District of Columbia. Senator 
Plumb, of Kansas, on the 8th ult., introduced in 
the Senate, by request of the National Temper- 
ance Society, a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States in relation to the manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating liquors, substantially in the terms of 
the Kansas amendment. Senator Frye, of Maine, 
reintroduced, at the request of the National Tem- 
perance Society, the bill, which has five times 
passed the Senate, to provide for a National Com- 
mission of Inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor- 
traffic. A similar bill has been introduced in the 
House of Representatives by Hon. Nelson Ding- 
ley, Jr., of Maine. These several measures are all 
of great importance, as involving the public wel- 
fare, and should have the early consideration and 
approval of Congress. 


On the rs5th ult. a remarkable debate took place 
in the Senate on the proposed joint rule to exclude 
the sale of intoxicating liquors from the Senate 
and House restaurants. The debate occupies 
several pages of the Congressional Record. Among 
those who participated in the debate were Senators 
Frye, Cockrell, Ingalls, Vest. Maxey, Riddle- 
berger, Morgan and others. The preponderance 
of sentiment, as of votes, was in favor of the ex- 
clusion of intoxicating liquors from the Senate 
wing of the Capitol. The joint resolution was so 


amended as to leave the House of Representatives 
to deal with its wing of the Capitol on its own re- 
sponsibility, and was adopted by a vote of 36 to 


20. Senator Frye announced himself as in favor 
of prohibition, and gave some valuable testimony 
concerning prohibition in Maine. Senator Vest 
denounced temperance fanaticism. Senator In- 
galls caused an elaborate wine-list to be read from 
the Senate restaurant bill of fare. Senator Cock- 
rell startled the Senate by declaring that he had 
seen certain senators ‘so under the inspiration 
and exhilaration of excitement in discussions [in 
plain English, so drunk] that it was deemed best 
for the transaction of business to adjourn.’’ Sen- 
ator Saulsbury thought it ‘‘a disgrace to the 
American people that the capitol of the country, 
erected for the enactment of laws for the govern- 
ment of the people, should be converted into a 


grog-shop for the dissemination of intemperance 
throughout the land.”’ 


On the roth ult. the House of Representatives 
again authorized the appointment of a select com- 
mittee on the alcoholic liquor-traffic. It was, as 
hitherto, opposed by the friends of the liquor. 
traffic, but, upon a division of the House, there 
were this time only thirteen votes in the negative. 


The committee has not yet been announced.—JVat. 
Temperance Advocate. 


oe 


LIGHT-HOUSEs do not ring bells and fire cannons 
to call attention to their shining ; they just shine. 


THE FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


FLorat Gem Series. American Tract Society. 

Too late received for notice before the season of 
greatest demand for such beautiful things, it may 
yet be said that these are extremely tasteful do0k. 
lets, of colored picture cards, with texts, well suit- 
ed for gifts to children, in Bible schools or else. 
where. 

One advantage of such art is that it cultivates 
good taste in the young, in association with 
thoughts of Christian reverence and love. That 
art has, or may have, a place in harmony with 
religion, is, abstractly, almost self-evident; not- 
withstanding the abuses which have, to a large ex- 
tent, turned the minds of religious peuple from it. 


CALENDARS FoR 1886. Much ingenuity, and 
considerable taste, are shown in the great variety 
of these conveniences lately published. A favorite 
with many, especially among Friends, is the 
‘« Friends’ Calendar,’’ issued by Ferris Brothers, 
of Wilmington, Del. This contains a judicious 
selection from the writings of approved Friends, 
going through the year. With a likeness of George 
Fox, and a view of the burial place of William 
Penn, it makes a sightly as well as a useful dec- 
oration near a working desk or table. 


Another quite-elegant calendar is that of the 
Columbia Bicycle Company, (Pope Manufacturing 
Co.), of Boston, Mass. Each day of the year 
appears upon a separate slip, with a quotation per- 
taining to cycling from leading publications and 
prominent personages. It is, in miniature, a 
cyclopzdia upon this ‘‘ steed of steel.” The cal- 
endar proper is mounted upon a back of heavy 
board, upon which is executed, in water-color ef- 
fect, by G. H. Buck, of New York, a charming 
combination of cycling scenes. As a work of con- 
venient art, it is worthy of a place in office or 
library. 

We have also to admire the really elegant cal- 
endar sent by W. H. Butler, 715 Arch street, 
Lithographer and Printer. Perhaps the value of 
time, in our modern days of work and hurry, is 
emphasized by these abounding expedients for ob- 
serving how ‘‘ to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- 


morrow ’’ sweep by us, to become yesterdays, lost 
forever. 


——_——— - 


IS CARD-PLAYING DANGEROUS TO GOOD 
MORALS ? 


In reply to this question, the editor of the 
Sunday School Times points out the evil effect of 
the prominence which card-playing gives to chance 
or ‘‘luck’’ as aa element of success or failure. 
He thinks there is hardly any ‘* dividing line of 
equal moment in its practical bearings upon the 
affairs of one’s personal life, with that which sepa- 
rates the two questions :' Am I to succeed in life by 
the blessing of God on my endeavors? or am I to 
succeed in life by my luck?” 

As to the practical effect of card-playing, the 
writer says: ‘‘ That he was accustomed to play 














THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


359 





cards in his early life; but that from his observa- | 
tion of its injurious effects on the players—among 
‘the best people’—he abandoned it, while he was 
not a professed Christian, or even a nominal 
church-member ; and that all his observations in 
varied spheres of life, since that time, have con- 
firmed his conviction that the influence and ten- 
dency of card-playing is injurious in any and in 
every home, under the most favorable circum- 
stances whatsoever. He could point to instances 
of persons ruined in life, from among ‘the best 
people,’ by a course that clearly grew out of the 
influence of early card-playing on the mind and 
character. He has never seen a home where card- 
playing was sanctioned, which he did not believe 
either to be itself harmed, or to be a means of 
harm to other homes, by this sanction. His council 


| on them and breaking them down. 





is, unqualifiedly and emphatically, to all parents, to 
keep card-playing out of their homes, to keep their 
children from card-playing; and to all pastors to 
do their best to keep card-playing out of the house- 
holds in which they are interested, or which they 
can influence for good.” 





RURAL. 


PROTECTION OF TREES AND PLANTs.—While the 
majority of our small fruits and trees are perfectly 
hardy and withstand well the rigors of our North- 
ern Winter, protection of some kind will amply 
repay for all the labor it involves. Our readers 
may say: ‘*Oh! it is too much trouble to cover 
our plants. They have done well enough in the 
past without protection, and doubtless will in the 
future.’’ Is it too much trouble to add dollars to 
your income? Do you, reader, consider it un- 
necessary to sew up that hole in your pocket, be- 
cause you have lost but ten cents? It seems to us 
that perfection, rather than mediocrity, is as great 
a desideratum in fruit culture as in other pursuits. 
At all events you will lose nothing by protecting 
your plants, and may gain a great deal. Try it. 

Strawberry plants should have some light manure 
scattered between the rows and the whole lightly 
covered with corn-stalks, straw or leaves. Under 
this protection they will grow their winter leaves 
rapidly and more abundantly, and come out in the 
spring fresh, green, and healthy, prepared to make 
a vigorous start. Further, it is a well-known fact 
that well-cared-for plants are less liable to disease 
and the attacks of insects than the neglected ones. 

Raspberries and blackberries should have all the 
dead-wood cut out and—if not already done—the 
canes should be cut back to within six inches of 
the ground for blackberries and red raspberries. 
It is our custom to cut close to the ground black 
raspberries, and consider it the best plan to follow. 

Another plan is to bend to the ground the rasp- 
berry canes and cover them with earth sufficient in 
quantity to hold the canes down. In either case, 
build a mound of earth, a foot high, around the 
base of the plant. 

Cut out the dead-wood from currants and goose- 
berries and shorten the new growth of canes at 


least one-half their length. An admirable plan is 
to tie the canes of each bush together about the 
middle, thus preventing snow from accumulating 
Heap up the 
earth and coal ashes around the base as a further 
protection. 

Grape-vines should be trimmed between Novem- 
ber and March, while the vine is dormant. Pro- 
tect in winter by earth around the base, as directed 
for other plants. All trees, shrubbery, etc., if 
young, should at least have the protection of earth 
heaped around them. Rose bushes are best pro- 
tected by a covering of straw, wrapped loosely 
round the bush and tied, leaving an opening at 
the top through which the air may come, and the 
plant have a free circulation of air. 

These directions, though brief, will, if followed, 
bring good results. Try this winter protection of 
plants, and the increased vitality of your trees and 
plants, together with the additional yield of fruit, 
will convince you that you have been fully recom- 
pensed for the trouble.—/ndependent. 


How Ir Is Done.—In order to utilize in the 
garden, the waste from the house at the least 
expense, first purchase a barrel of unslacked lime, 
then take an empty barrel and begin by putting in 
it a layer of soil or ashes, and then the waste from 
the house, everything that cat or dog will not eat. 
Keep this decaying vegetable matter covered with 
an inch of soil or ashes, using coal or wood ashes. 
Once a week in winter, and oftener in summer, 
cover with lime, say half an inch. The lime will 
be slacking, of course, and should be kept dry, 
but as the lime retains its virtue a great while, the 
one barrel will last a year or more, according to 
the waste kept. 

If starting this experiment in the autumn, early 
in the spring empty the contents of the barrel into 
the garden beds, cover with coal ashes, if the soil 
is not already deev enough, and spade it in. 
Should the soil be deep and good, the compost can 
be used without the ashes, then, when the weather 
is right, put it on the plants.—Z. V., in Vick's 
Magazine. 








A COMPROMISE WITH THESICUXINDIANS, 





The Dawes bill proposes, in a word, to open 
about 11,000,000 acres of the Crow Creek reser- 
vation to white settlement. The Indians are to 
receive in return, 26,000 head of cattle, and a 
sum of $5,000 000 is to kept in trust for them at 
Washington, as a fund for educational purposes. 
All heads of families are to be placed, as rapidly as 
possible, on allotments of land in severalty and 
to acquire individual ownership in and complete 
title to them at the end of twenty-five years. 
Within that time the land is inalienable from the 
Indian. This sounds very simole and fair to our 
progressive Eastern triends. One point remains 
to be made. Under the ‘terms of the famous 
treaty of 1868 this land cannot be sold without 
the consent of three-fourths of the adult male 
population. This consent is yet to be gained. 








Nor can treaty stipulations be rashly set aside. 
The treaty is the only existing law governing the 
relations between Indians and whites. It is the 
poor, deceived, defrauded Indian’s sole protection, 
his only recognized claim upon justice. This 
claim has been recognized and violations of treaty 
law have been summarily and signally punished. 
The Sioux commission accomplished nothing be- 
cause of its fraudulent purpose to disregard the 
treaty and obtain only the signatures of a few 
chiefs. ‘The Crow Creek executive order was re- 
voked because it was issued in defiance of treaty. 
Whoever commits himself to an opposite policy 
commits himself to lawlessness which 1s seen as 
such. Thus it is that this helpless and depised 
nation becomes an essential factor in a measure of 
national importance, and a collision takes place 
between the minds of the two races which is 
dramatic in its aspects and far reaching in its re- 
sults. —Z/aine Goodale, in Southern Workman. 


THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MO. 9, 1886. 








THE PROSPECT of ‘‘ peace on earth”’ is, at the 
beginning of the year 1886, somewhat better than 
it was a year ago. 

Among the events which tend to give satisfaction 
and hope for the future are these: the neutraliza- 
tion of the Free State of the Congo in Africa ; the 
prevention of an Anglo-Russian war, much threat- 
ened in the early part of the year; the successful 
visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales to Ireland ; 
the manifestation of friendship between France and 
America, in the presentation of the Bartholdi 
Statue of Liberty, now in New York; the bloodless 
revolution by which Bulgaria and Eastern Roume- 
lia were made into a single nation ; the arrange- 
ment of pacific relations between France and Ton- 
quin, and between France and Madagascar ; the 
decided action of President Cleveland's administra- 
tion in prutecting Indian lands from encroachment 
by fraud or violence; the vast popular demonstra- 
tion in London against immorality in high places, 
shown in the petition to Parliament of the Salva- 
tion Army, with 500,000 signatures, and an im- 
mense orderly mass meeting in Hyde Park; the 
remarkable success of the r1th annual Conference 
of the National W. C. T. Union in Philadelphia , 
the triumph of prohibition in a popular election at 
Atlanta, Ga.; and the opening of Niagara Falls as 
a free public park, by purchase of the State of 
New York. . 

Of the nature of calamities may be named: the 
disasters met with by the English expedition to 
Egypt and the Soudan, and the death of General 
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Gordon at Khartoum; the dynamite outrages in 
London, and anti-rent acts of violence in Ireland; 
the French war with China, terminated after the 
slaughter of some thousands of men; the outgoing 
of the Gladstone ministry in England; epidemic 
cholera, in Spain, France and Italy; the unpro. 
voked invasion of Bulgaria by the army of Servia ; 
Riel’s rebellion in Manitoba, ending in his defeat 
and subsequent execution ; the inhuman massacre 
of Chinese laborers in Wyoming Territory, and 
their forcible expulsion from other settlements ; 
numerous and extended strikes of workingmen, in 
various places, sometimes attended by violence; 
and the going upon the war-path of Apache Indians 
in Arizona. 

Events of less pronounced character, yet not in- 
significant, were the inauguration of Grover Cleve. 
land as President of the United States; the sup- 
pression of an attempted revolution in Central 
America, mainly through the intervention of U. S, 
forces ; a change in the government of the French 
republic, removing Premier Ferry from power ; the 
war in Burmah, India, resulting in the annexation 
of that province (or kingdom) to the British em- 
pire ; and the great engineering ‘eat of the explo- 
sion at Hell-gate in New York harbor. Of the 
deaths of the year just past, the most important, in 
different ways, were those of Victor Hugo, Sir 
Moses Montefiore, Ulyssss S. Grant, the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, Helen Hunt Jackson, King Alphonso 
of Spain, Vice President Hendricks, and William 
H. Vanderbilt. 


————— mes ~ —_ 


Tue Society OF FRIENDS, in the past year, has 
been subjected to agitation of two very different, 
almost opposite, kinds. In England, a new de- 
parture in regard to doctrine has been made, by 
the writers of the pamphlet called ‘‘ A Reasonable 
Faith ;”’ with the effect of unsettling the minds of 
some who had rested in the evangelical doctrine 
of the Atonement, and confirming, in others, a 
tendency toward rationalism, which is always a be- 
setting danger of the Society of Friends. In this 
country, we have had the culmination (may it 
prove the collapse) of that extreme movement of 
novelty seeking, under the leadership of a few, 
who would break up everything belonging to Qua- 
kerism, and yet would retain its name. Water- 
baptism and the sacramental supper have been the 
occasion for this development, although not the 
whole of it. As has been often before said on 
these pages, we regard it as the unhealthy excess 
of a reaction, in itself needful, from the almost 
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paralytic torpor into which the Society of Friends 
had gradually sunk during a long course of years. 
Other results of that excessive tendency towards 
experimental innovation are, also, well known 
amongst us. May Divine help be given, that out 
of it all may come ‘‘refined gold,’’ leaving all 
dross behind. In other words, may our member- 
ship so simply and fervently seek for the truth at 
His feet who is the Truth, as to find what George 
Fox found; power in meetings, guidance for ser- 
vice, wisdom that is from above: such as is set 
forth in his pithy words, ‘‘ We are nothing, Christ 
is all.” 


— a 


AN UNWARRANTED ASSERTION has been lately 
made in some quarters, that Early: Friends often 
not only sang hymns together, but sang from hymn- 
books, and gave out from hymn-books those hymns 
which were to be sung in congregational worship. 
We believe this to be without a shadow of proof ; 
and challenge our readers to discover any evidence 
approaching it. 

‘ Early Friends ’’ may be considered as belong- 
ing to the period from 1650 to 1700. Before the 
latter date, very little use was made of hymn-books 
by people of any denomination. Prof. Frederic 
M. Bird, an authority on this subject, after refer- 
ring to Sternhold and Hopkins’ psa/ms as dating 
from 1549 to 1562, says* that John Mason’s hymns, 
1683, were perhaps the first to be sung to any ex- 
tent in England as accessories of worship ; and Isaac 
Watts, 1707-1709, was ‘‘ probably the father of 
English hymnody.’’ Again, while speaking of the 
time from 1753 to 1774, the same authority says: 


‘« Now this period may be called, if one likes, 
the ‘classic era of hymn-book making’ on two 
grounds: first, that it was the first era of hymn- 
book making at all, for before 1753 there were few 
collections, and none of any note; and second, 
that it might be difficult, if not impossible to name 
six books of equal fame that appeared within any 
other period of twenty years. But, leaving out 
their character as pioneers, not one of the six had 
the importance—z. ¢., the influence—of Rippou’s 
Selections, 1787; or of Dobell’s, 1806; or of 
‘Hymns Ancient and Modern,’ 1861. As to 
circulation, the last sold 100 if not 500 copies 
for every one of Whitefield’s. And it would be 
easy to cite eminent compilers who had the advan- 
tage of these patriarchs. in everything but age. 
Williams & Boden, 1801 ; Collyer, 1812; Cotterill, 
1819; Josiah Pratt, 1829; E. Bickersteth, 1833; 
Conder, 1836—to go no further—had much larger 
os to draw on, and higher standards to work 
alter.” 


__ 


*In Johnson’s cements, article Hymnody. 


tIn a late article in the N. Y. Jndependent. 
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‘¢ The period of Watts and Doddridge, 1705 to 
1740 or so, is the Congregational era; the Metho- 
dist era was from 1 ;38 to 1750, or as much longer 
as one pleases, since C. Wesley kept on writing 
more or less, till his death, in 1788. This White- 
field period that we have been talking about was 
‘classic,’ and ‘ fertile,’ if at all, chiefly by and for 
the Calvinistic Methodists. The Baptist era came 
a little later ; the Church of England era was, and 
is, much later. I would like to find a Presbyterian 
era if I could.” 

An ‘ Early Quaker ”’ era of hymn-book prepa- 
ration or congregational use would be, to any one 
acquainted with George Fox’s Journal, or Sewell’s 
History, as great an absurdity as can be imagined. 
Singing, ‘‘wita the spirit and with the understanding 
also,’’ was not unknown amongst the Early Friends, 
as our readers are generally well aware. But the 
‘¢ giving out of hymns with the book ’’ in meetings 
for public worship was, we venture to say, never 
thought of by them. 

Novelties amongst Friends in our day have been 
freely brought forward. It would be a great mis- 
take to say that nothing new can be good; and 
equally incorrect appears to us the opinion, that 
the usages and restrictions of the Friends of the 
beginning and first half of the present century were 
a faultless realization of the principles of George 
Fox and his associates. We believe that an over- 
turning was needful, under the Divine ordering, in 
our body; so that ‘‘ that which cannot be shaken 
may remain.’ We do well, indeed, to go back to 
the beginning of our history to find what really 
was and is the essence of Quikerism. But let us 
avoid being misled by any attempt to fasten upon 
Early Friends the use of ordinances, or of con- 
certed musical exercises in public worship ; both of 
which were utterly foreign to their apprehension 
of what belongs to the spirituality of religion, and 
to a right dependence upon the immediate Head- 
ship of Christ in His Church. 


ee 


WE HAVE RECEIVED, from a Friend in Indiana, a 
letter in reply to one from Timothy Nicholson, 
printed in our Correspondence several weeks ago. 
For reasons which have been privately explained to 
him, we think it best not to publish our corres- 
pondent’s reply. Enough, for fairness, to quote a 
few expressions from the beginning and end of his 
letter. He describes the communication of T. 
Nicholson as ‘unkind, unjust, uncalled for, and 
unchristian.” We dissent altogether from this 
opinion. Very willingly, however, we cite the 
following, among his closing words: ‘‘ We have 
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known the Editor of the Christian Worker for 30 
years, intimately ; and know his nature to be kind, 
forbearing, willing to listen, patient, loving and 
Christian. We know personally a majority of the 
Directors of the Publishing Association of Friends, 
and know them to be earnest and devoted Chris- 
tians, loving our Society, working for its advance- 
ment, men of mature age and valuable experience, 
and whose opinions on church matters are worthy 
of marked attention from all the members of the 
Religious Society of Friends.”’ 

Our estimate of the character and motives of the 
Friends thus spoken of, so far as acquaintance has 
enabled us to judge, accords entirely with this 
statement. The question what is, and what is not, 
a correct view of the present position of the Yearly 
Meetings of Friends on a subject of recent dis- 
cussion, we regard as apart from that of the mo- 
tives of any; and, on that question, we have 
probably already said enough; having found no 
reason, however, for changing our views in refer- 
ence to what has been said. 


7 


New York FRiEnps have suffered a serious loss 
in the death of Benjamin Tatham. He was a man ot 
strong convictions and uncompromising utterance, 
Dut a devout and earnest lover of the truth and of 
the cause of Christ. A correspondent who has 


seen much of him, in private and public life, writes 
thus : . 


‘‘He was one of the original members of the 
Associated Executive Committee of Friends on In- 
dian Affairs, under Gen. Grant’s administration, 
and he has been a most faithful and influential 
worker ever since, at Washington and elsewhere. 
He was the friend of the negro also. He came 
into our Society by request when a young man, 
and has always been a consistent Friend. His 
business engagements were large, but his liberality 
showed that he was a faithful steward.”’ 


— 


DIED. 


ROBERTS.—On the 23d of Twelfth month, 1885, 
Elihu Roberts, aged 72 years; a member of Western 
District Monthly Meeting, Phila. 

_ This dear Friend was very anxious for the preserva- 
tion of our Christian testimonies in their original sim- 
plicity, though he often expressed his love for those 
who were led in other paths, 

His mission seemed to be for the afflicted, and es- 
pecially for such as were‘in the humbler walks of life. 

He learned of his critical condition with entire com- 
posure, and though the summons came at a somewhat 
unexpected moment, was able to say that there was 
nothing on his mind. He has left the comfortable 
assurance that his redeemed spirit is now at rest. 


DAY.—At his residence near Westfield, Indiana, on 


the morning of Eleventh mo, roth, 1885, Silas Day, in 
his 33d year. 
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He was a beloved and useful minister of Poplar 
Ridge Monthly Meeting. In the death of this dear 
brother the church has sustained a great loss. He was 
active, energetic and sympathizing in the Lord's work, 
obedient to the calls of God and the church, seldom 
allowing secular business or the cares of his own be. 
loved family to prevent compliance with these calls, 
His sickness was protracted, his sufferings often in- 
tense, but borne with calmness, patience and Christian 
fortitude. His end was triumphantly glorious; trust. 
ing God to care for his family, he left them in His 
hands, and yielded his bodv to death and the grave, 
fully expecting to meet the Lord in the first resurrec- 
tion, His sorrowing widow, four small children and 
aged mother need the sympathy and prayers of all 
that have access to the ear of the King Eternal. 


FLEMING.—Near New Providence, Iowa, the 3d 
of Eleventh mo., 1885, Moses A., son of Samson and 
Joanna Fleming, in his 30th year ; a member of Honey 
Creek Monthly Meeting, lowa. 

During his illness, which lasted six weeks and was 
borne with Christian fortitude and resignation, he ex- 
pressed his willingness to leave all with his Heavenly 
Father, whether he should live or die. At one time 
when it seemed he was dying he bade his beloved ones 
farewell, wishing them to meet him in heaven. A few 
minutes before he died he said, ‘‘ Lord Jesus receive 
my spirit home,” then quietly passed away. 

STUART.—At El Paso, Texas, at the residence of 
his brother Elbridge, on Twelfth mo. 15th, 1885, 
Jonathan H. Stuart, son of Amos and Matilda Stuart. 
He was born at Deep River, N. C., in 1842. 

He lived an exemplary life, was of a quiet retiring 
nature, was much beloved by his friends and always 
willing to make a sacrifice for the good of others. 
He bore a protracted and painful illness with Christian 
patience, and as the time of his departure drew near, 
he was blessed with great peace of mind and a joyous 
prospect of the glory into which he felt he was about 
to enter. With loving messages and tender exhorta- 
tions on his lips he quietly breathed his last. His 
remains were interred at Earlham burying ground 
near Richmond, Indiana. 

WEBSTER.—At Toledo, Ohio, Ninth mo. 2oth, 
1885, Sarah L. Webster, widow of Zachariah Webster, 
in the 84th year of her age. 

She was the daughter of Nathan and Anna Vail, 
late of Plaifield N. J., and a member of Rahway and 
Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Friends, 
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THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 
First month r7th, 1886. 


LESSON III. 
THE FAITHFUL RECHABITES, Jer. xxxv. 12—19. 


Gotpen Text.—For unto this day they drink none, but obey 
their father’s commandment,—Jer, xxxv. 14. . 


Jeremiah was told to give this object lesson to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to show them their 
disobedience and unfaithfulness towards God. 
Hence the primary teaching is, ‘‘ Obedience to 
God, as a necessity for national prosperity.’’ Obe- 
dience to parents and temperance slfould be en- 
forced as collateral lessons. The Rechabites, or 
Kenites, were of Midianitish origin; descended 
from Abraham and his wife Keturah. (See Gen. 
xxv. 1—2; Num. x. 29.) ‘In the days of Moses, 
the Kenites pastured their flocks on the southern 
slopes of the Sinai mountains. Moses, when he 
fled hither from Pharaoh, married a daughter of 
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this race,’’ and in response to an invitation from 
Moses, some members of Jethro’s family accom- 
panied the Israelites into the promised land and 
settled there. Num. x. 29; Ju. i. 16. They al- 
ways lived in tents and preserved the pure religion 
and pastoral simplicity of their forefathers. Jael, 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, who slew Sisera, 
was one of them. Ju. iv. 11; v. 24. When the 
Northern kingdom was given up to idolatry under 


no wine, to own no fixed property, and to build 
no house. They dwelt in tents and pastured cattle 
for their support. Jonadab’s object undoubtedly 
was to protect them from the corrupting influences 
of the surrounding idolatry—two hundred and 
eighty years had passed, yet they still religiously 
obeyed the commandments of Jonadab. The cal- 


amities foretold by Jeremiah were now being ful- | 


filled upon the unhappy kingdom of Judith. Josiah 
had been killed in battle by Pharaoh-Necho, king 
of Egypt. His son Jehoahaz, after a three months’ 
reign, was carried captive to Egypt by the same 
king, who then placed Jehoiakim, another son of 
Josiah, on the throne. He, however, reigned 


wickedly, and now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby- 
lon, with a great mixed army of Chaldeans and 
Syrians, was marching against him. Terror fell 
on the inhabitants of the land; they fled for refuge 


to Jerusalem, and with the rest came some com- 
panies of Rechabites. ‘*The army of Nebuchad- 
nezzar was so vast, so widespread and so terrible, 
that even these Arabs of the fields did not feel 
safe.’ ‘* Even in Jerusalem the Rechabites did 
not live in houses, but pitched their black tents in 
some open place in the city. They were thus 
made known, and became objects of mark and 
interest to all the people, who must have learned 
about their lives and habits. They must especially 
have excited the sympathy of those, like them 

selves, still true to the old religion; cheering them 
by a living proof that amidst the wide decay of 
morals, some remained faithful to the God of their 
fathers. ‘‘Fidelity so striking was indeed fitted to 
read a lesson to the community at large, and it 
was used for this purpose by Jeremiah.’’— Geikie. 
At the command of the Lord he brought the sheik 
and all the tribe into a chamber belonging to the 
temple, and there set before them bowls of wine. 
They immediately refused it on account of the vow 
which their fathers had made to Jonadab. ‘‘Na- 
turally, a crowd would gather around them in the 
temple court, and many of the leading people may 
have been there for temple business or worship. 
Jeremiah, turning to the multitude who had wit- 
nhessed the scene, announced that he had been sent 
by Jehovah to them and to the men of Judah with 
this message.’’—— Pe/oubet. 

13. ‘* Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Zsrael.” This solemn title of God is used three 
times by Jeremiah in the course of to-day’s lesson. 
Evidently he wanted to impress upon them that 


| the prophets. 
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Jehovah was ¢he one powerful God who was alone 
able to save them in their present danger. 

14. ot to drink wine. This was the principal 
of Jonadab’s laws and the one which had just been 
tested by Jeremiah. The Rechabites would not 
cultivate the vine at all, lest they should be 
tempted to disobey it. Votwithstanding, (R. V. 
‘‘but’’), 7 have spoken unto you, rising early and 


| sheaking. Seech. vii. 13; xxv. 3—4} xxix. 19; 
the influence of Jezebel, Jehonadab, or Jonadab | ‘ ? aeary ly 
the son of Rechab, collected his tribe and bound | 
them afresh by a solemn vow to the simple life of | 
their ancestors, (See v. 6.) They were to drink | 


xliv. 4, &c. The expression occurs very frequently 
in the prophetic utterances of this period. It is 
an effort to express in human language the eager 
yearning love of the Lord for His rebellious. 

15. J have sent also unto you all my servants 
The Lord had spoken directly to 
Moses on Mcunt Sinai, when he gave the Law. 
He had spoken through many providential mani- 
festations, and to many separate individuals, and 
now besides all this He had sent many prophets to 
them with messages of love and of warning. It 
is very striking how strongly the personal element 
in the Lord’s pleading is brought out. Are we 
not to day too apt to lose sight of this, and to feel 
as if it was simply salvation or the hope of heaven 
that was offered, in which case the loss is only our 
own, and we feel willing to take the responsibility 
of it, forgetting that it is no ¢hing but a person 
whom we are despising and neglecting, a Saviour 
who comes with a heart full of everflowing yearn- 
ing love, and offers Himself, ‘‘rising up early, 
and speaking, but we will not hearken.’’ Return 
ye now every man from his evil ways. See ch. iii. 
12; ch. xviii. 11; Is. i. 16, 17; lv. 73; Ez. xviii. 
30—32, &c. The Lord in His irtense love had 
spoken times without number, and now even in 
this last extremity He makes the offer of mercy 
once more. Cf. Matt. xxiii.37. Ye shall dwell 
in the land which I have given to you. This is the 
same promise which is appended to the fifth com- 
mandment in the Decalogue. Ex. xx. 12. There 
it is promised as the reward of obedience to earth- 
ly parents—here as the reward of obedience to the 
Heavenly Parent. 

16. This people hath not hearkened unto me. 
For the third time in these verses, this sorrowful 
refrain is uttered. Cf. Matt. xiii. 15. 

17. Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evtl that I 
have pronounced against them. Deut. xxviii.; 
Lev. xxvi.; Jer. xxv. 8—10, &c. ‘The punish- 
ment was in part the natural consequence of their 
sin. It was partly a divine infliction. God sent 
it reluctantly, after every means of keeping the 
people from sin had been exhausted. It was sent 
in love, to save them from their sins. It was an 
object lesson for all time, that the only possible es- 
cape from punishment is to turn from sin.”— 
Peloubet’s Notes. ow can we contemplate Jeho- 
vah delaying so long, pleading so tenderly, and 
punishing at last so sorrowfully, yet so certainly, 
and fail to appreciate somewhat the awfulness of sin 
and the love that dwells in the divine Father’s 
heart ? 

18. And Jeremiah said unto the house of the 
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Rechadites. The object lesson was now to be con- 
cluded. Because ye have obeyed the commandment 
of Jonadab, your father. The divine blessing was 
pronounced upon their obedience. The duty of 
obedience to parents has certainly not ceased. It 
was re stated by our Lord Himself (Matt. xv. 4—6 ; 
xix. 19) and enforced more strongly than ever by 
Paul in his epistles. Eph. vi. 1, 2; Col. iii. 20, &c. 
Children should look upon it as part of God's re- 
vealed will for them, and whether their parents re- 
quire obedience or not, they ought to give it. 
Obedience to parents is the best preparation for 
obedience to God. 

19. Jonadab the son.of Rechab shall not want a 
man to stand before me for ever. This was an am- 
plification of the blessing originally promised to 
obedient children. ‘‘ The perpetual existence of 
the tribe is promised; and not only this, but also 
its perpetual continuance in the service of Jehovah, 
this being implied in the next clause, stand before 
me, which is a figure taken from a servant’s stand- 
ing before his master waiting for his commands, 
and ready to serve him.’’? (See II Ki. v. 25).— 
Todd. it has been fulfilled. Modezn travelers 
have found large numbers of Rechabites living in 
their ancient pastoral fashion and claiming in 
themselves the fulfillment of this promise. See 
Smith's Bible Dict. et alia, Just as the punishment 
on the rebellicus Jews was in part the natural result 
of their sins, so this blessing was also in part the 
natural result of the virtues of the Rechabites. The 
temperance and simplicity enjoined upon them by 
Jonadab are certainly conducive to health and 
prosperity. 

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 

1. The obedience of the Rechabites was severely 
tested by the extreme luxury and corruption 
around them, as well as by Jeremiah’s specific 
offer of wine. It shone all the brighter on ac- 
count of the temptations which they resisted. 

2. Make the subject as practical as possible by 
illustrating the directions in which we are most 
frequently tempted to disobey. (1) God; (2) our 
parents ; (3) the laws of our country (7. ¢., in lot- 
teries and games of ‘chance, cheating the post- 
office, the custom house, &c.) 

3. The Rechabites were an example of a tem. 
perate life in all respects. They literally lived as 
strangers and pilgrims in the earth, and the result 
to them was prosperity and a religious life. Im- 
press this lesson of temperance and moderation 
vlso in all directions. Not only drunkenness, but 


luxury and self-indulgence of all kinds, are the 


ruin of a nation and of the individual soul. 


From The Presbyterian Journal. 


THE ANNA MORRIS SCHOOL IN LIBERIA. 


Our attention has recently been directed to the 
efforts of Edwin S. Morris, Consul for the Re.- 
public of Liberia residing at Philadelphia. 

He has been conducting a Christian school in 
Africa for several years past, and has this year 
seen his way clear to name the school Anna 
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Morris, in memory of his deceased mother. If 
we correctly know and estimate friend Morris, this 
monument he is erecting day by day, will not 
cease when he shall be called to account for his 
fidelity as a Christian servant. We have been 
amazed at his perseverance under embarrassments 
which serve to demonstrate characteristic features 
which secure success. The school at present is 
overflowing, not only with the children of the 
citizens of Liberia, but with the native boys and 
girls from the African jungles, some of whom are 
sons of chiefs. ; 

Thus is he preparing those who will be the 
future teachers so much needed in the interior of 
that ‘‘ Dark Continent.’’ This school will be a 
great help to the enlightenment and Christianizing 
influence of the immediate surroundings in 
Liberia. It is sustained and managed out of his 
own labors and resources, with some philanthropic 
aid from others. He would greatly enlarge the 
operations of the school, if means permitted, but 
he prefers to keep it upon the individual basis. 
Mr. Morris has for many years had an established 
reputation from numerous approved characters and 
societies in England as well as in the United 
States. We have known him for many years and 
watched with pleasure his deliberate, steady, and 
fixed life-work for Liberia and Africa. His re- 
ligious fellowship has always been, and is with the 
Society of Friends, among whom the Spirit of 
God is acknowledged as the quickening incentive 
and ever abiding power. 

We rejoice to add that the outlook and promise 
of prosperity of the Anna Morris School never was 
more promising. We bid him good cheer in his 
work of faith and labor of love, and invoke for 
him the Divine blessing. 


Dedication and Reunion at Oak Grove Semi- 
nary, Vassalboro’, Maine. 


A reunion of past pupils, and the dedication of the 
new school building took place at Oak Grove Semi- 
nary on the 24th of Eleventh mo. This structure, 
christened “ Bailey Hall,” was built to replace the old 
seminary building, which was burned in the spring of 
1883. It is situated to the southwest of the boarding- 
house and commands a fine view of the valley of the 
Kennebec. It is 40x60 and four stories high. A large, 
airy school-room, class-rooms, and a library occupy 
the second floor, Below this are dressing-rooms, The 
two floors above afford dormitories tor forty scholars. 
The building is heated throughout by steam. 

Charles H. Jones, a man of twenty-five years’ suc- 
cessful experience as a teacher, has been Principal of 
the school for about two years, during which time it 
has increased in size and prosperity. About a hun- 
dred scholars were enrolled during the autumn term, 
and the school just opened is larger than any winter 
term for twenty years. The school offers three full 
courses of study ; the expenses are low ; the school is 
furnished with two full suits of wall maps, a library, 
and chemical apparatus. 

The day chosen for the dedication proved to be a 
very pleasant one. Itis estimated that fully five hun- 
dred people were present. The gymnasium was fitted 
up as a temporary lunch-room, where refreshments 
were provided by the people of Vassalboro’ and vi- 
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cinity. Among those present were Albert K. Smiley, 
Augustine Jones, Eli Jones and Elijah Cook, former | 
principals of the school, Ebenezer Fry, Charles M. 
Bailey, and Thomas B. Nichols, | 

The exercises of the day were opened by the reading | 
of the 127th Psalm, followed by prayer. 

Albert K. Smiley was chosen presiding officer for 
the day. The aderess of welcome was then delivered 
by the Principal. Eli Jones, Augustine Jones, Charles 
R. Jacob, Elijah H. Cook and Ellen A. Winslow 
made addresses and read papers during the day and 
evening. Charles K. Jacob, giving the history of the’ 
institution, mentioned its succession of Principals, as 
follows: William Hobby, Josiah Nicholson, Franklin 
E. Paige, Eli Jones, Albert K. Smiley, Augustine Jones, 
Elijah H. Cook, Richard M. Jones, and Charles H. 
Jones. The destruction of the school building by fire 
in 1883 has been, after two years, followed by the 
erection of a new building, and the re-opening of the 
institution under encouraging auspices. A strong vi- 
tality appears to exist in it; sustained by the affection. 
ate attachment of its former teachers and pupils, and 
by the interest in it of many New England Friends. 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 


East Benn, Yapkin Co., N.C., Twelfth mo. 22d, 1885. 

“And they shall build the old wastes, they shall 
raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair 
the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.” 

Scarcely a generation ago there were many strong 
meetings of Friends in Iredell, Yadkin and Surry 
counties, N, C., and in some of the adjacent counties 
of Virginia; but many of the Friends moved West to 
escape the ravages of the curse of slavery, and to 
avail themselves of the advantages of a more fertile 
soil; the few that remained have buffeted the waves 
against adverse winds, at times almost swallowed up 
by reason of surrounding darkness. Ministers, and 
other Friends from different parts of the Lord’s heri- 
tage have labored faithfully in this field, but Satan has 
taken occasion against the flesh concerning the hand- 
writing of ordinances, and has stirred up some of our 
Baptist brethren in open opposition to the efforts of 
Friends in either building up the old wastes or estab- 
lishing new meetings. But the good work is begun, 
and we are now beginning to reap some of the harvest 
of faithful seed-sowing. 

Last spring a series of meetings was held at this 
place by David Sampson and Nathan D, Perry. They 
were cast out of the house in which they were per- 
mitted to commence their meetings, but were taken in 
by Perkins Smotherman a kind-hearted man, who 
fitted up and seated his work-shop, in which they con- 
tinued the meetings with satisfactory results, There 
has since been a meeting-house built here 36x57 feet. 
On the 5th and 6th instant the house was opened by 
holding a conference for the purpose of disseminating 
the doctrines and practices of Friends, This con- 
ference was followed by a series of meetings, in which 
Albert Peele, David Sampson, Anna Winslow, Ellen 
Marshall and others of the Lord’s servants were en- 
gaged. This meeting resulted in but few accessions to 
the church, but the leadings of the Spirit were very 
manifest, and Friends at this place were much en- 
couraged with the large and attentive audience which 
continued to gather, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the weather, to hear the doctrine of Christ as held 
by the Society of Friends; and there was a lasting 
work done, which will be the foundation for future 
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building, We ask the prayers of God's people every- 
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where, not only in behalf of the ministers whom the 
Lord may send into the field, but also for the Friends 
that reside here. 

We are indebted to the indefatigable labors of Dr. 
Evan Benbow and Franklin Williams for the benefits 
of this substantial and well arranged house; neatness 
and simplicity being marked features in its construc- 
tion, There is yet considerable to be done to the in- 
terior of the house, and but for the liberality of the 
above named Friends and others, it would be un- 
tenantable. 

As Friends here are in limited circumstances, any 
contributions that any Friend may feel drawn to give 
for this work will be thankfully received by Dr. Evan 
Benbow, East Bend, Yadkin Co., N. C. 

Dr. Evan Benbow is a son of Anna Benbow, who 
was for many years a minister of the Society of Friends, 
She died some years ago at this place at the residence 
of her son, In the love of the Gospel, 

SARAH J, BUNDY. 


THE HARVEST FIELD, 


By a report in Zhe Missionary Review it is shown 
that the Women’s Foreign Missionary Board of the 
Presbyterian Church raised in 1871, $7000; in 1872 
they went on to $27,000, to $64,000 in 1873, to $87,000 
in 1884, to $96,000 in 1885, and reached by steady 
increments the \sum of $223,000 in 1885, There 
never was a time when the prospects for missionary 
work were so encouraging as now, for all the world prac- 
tically is open to the gospel. There should be a steady 
pressing onward by Friends in Home and Foreign 
missionary work, with a perfect assurance that the 
Lord will supply every spiritual gift and necessary 
grace if ‘the people willingly offer themselves” and 
their money. 

In 1883-84 each convert added by confession to 
the Church Militant from the ranks of paganism cost 
$80.55. The total contributions from Protestants for 
Foreign Missions amounted to $107,021,796. Young 
men are living on one meal a day at some of the 
theological seminaries in order to fit themselves for 
the foreign field, and the Lord abundantly meets the 
outgoing of His people’s hearts by raising up laborers 
to enter As harvest field. 

There are 775,217 native converts in active church 
connection, There is no doubt that the voice of 
the ascended Lord is “ speak unto my people that they 
go forward.” Nothing is more certain than that the 
gracious aid, direction and power of the Holy Spirit, 
is and will be abundantly vouchsafed to us as a people 
so far as we are surrendered and shall yield all to the 
Lord Jesus, R, 

Twelfth mo. 31st, 1885. 





‘* NaAEBODY LEARNED Me.’’—In an account of a 
revival under the preaching of E. Payson Hammond 
in Scotland, Dr. W. E. Alexander said : 

‘¢Mr. Hammond has referred tosome who went 
down to Musselburgh from Edinburgh. One servant 
girl went down, and she got into conversation 
with one of those little girls, or the little girl got 
into conversation with her, I don’t know which, 
and the little girl began to preach Christ to her as 
the Saviour of sinners, to the utter amazement 
and astonishment of this grown-up woman. She 
said to her, ‘Lassie, where did you learn this ?’ 
After a little while, the little girl, to her still 
further astonishment, said, ‘If you will kneel 
down, I will pray with you.’ And to use the 
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woman’s own words ‘she just drappit doun on her 
knees, and I couldna but gang doun too.’ And 
the little girl prayed; and the woman, strongly 
moved, when they rose up, exclaimed, ‘ Lassie, 
wha ever learned you to pray?’’ The child’s an- 
swer was, ‘Naebody learned me; I think the 
Lord just pits’t into me.’ That was the means of 
that woman’s conversion; she is now one who 
gives evidence of being really converted.” 





oe —__—_—__ 


At the Academy of Natural Sciences—Worms 
In Ice. 





Dr. Leidy referred to a communication made by 
him last winter on living organisms in ice. He 
stated that Dr. S. C. Thornton, of Moorestown, 
N. J., a couple of weeks since, had submitted to 
him for examination a bottle of water from melted 
ice, such as was habitually used in his family, and 
in which, he said, he had observed living worms. 
A number of these proved to be present in the 
specimen, but were all dead. Having expressed a 
desire to confirm the statement that the worms 
were observed alive in fresh water, Dr. Thornton 
last week had obligingly sent him a basket of the 
ice. This was part of the provision made nearly 
a year ago from the vicinity of Moorestown. The 
ice was full of air bubbles and water drops. On 
being melteda number of the worms were liberated 
and proved to be in a living and quite active con- 
dition. It is probable that while imprisoned in 
the ice they may not have been frozen, but, per- 
haps, remained alive in a torpid condition in water 
drops. It isa remarkable fact that these animals 
should remain so long alive in the ice, and yet die 
so readily in the melted water subsequently. The 
worms are of the same species noticed in the ice- 
water of the first communication, which was de- 
rived from similar ice procured froma mill pond 
in Delaware county, Pennsylvania. These facts 
would indicate that it is desirable to avoid the 
spongy ice from stagnant waters, as being liable to 
retain organisms which would be detrimental to 
us. In theclear ice, suchas is served in Phila- 
delphia, no living organisms have been detected. 
The little worms of the ice appear to be unde- 
scribed species, allied to the common earth worm. 
They are from one-third to one-half an inch in 
length, translucent white, cylindrical, and with 
from 35 to 50 segments. The oral segment, which 
is eyeless, has a blunt, comical upper lip. 


“= 








Extract from a Circular. 


THE TRACT REPOSITORY. 





To Contributors and Others : 

Ten numbers of The Tract Repository have been 
printed during the year 1885. The average edition 
per issue has been about 10,500 copies, or nearly the 
same as during the preceding year. It has had a 
large circulation in South Carolina, as heretofore, 
while North Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, 
have received their usual portion, in quantity about in 
the order named; North Carolina receiving the most 
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and Arkansas the leag, while scattering copies find 
their way into nearly all the States. 

Considerable care has been exercised in placing the 
paper in the hands of such persons as are likely to dis- 
tribute it judiciously. Letters received from time to 
time from these, give gratifying assurances that it is 
still read quite generally with pleasure by those who 
receive it, while some letters go further and state that 
good results are arising therefrom. But however de- 
sirable it might seem to be to witness, and, as it were, 
measure these results, our efforts to do so can amount 
to but little, as Oe only knows, who knoweth a// 
things. tis, perhaps, enough for us to witness His 
approving smile upon our feeble efforts to plant or to 
water, trusting that in due time our Heavenly Father 
will grant an increase. 

The interest which continues to be manifested on the 
part of contributors, leads the editor and publisher to 
conclude that the time has not yet arrived for discon- 
tinuing the work. He will, therefore, endeavor to dis- 
charge these duties, as in the past, to the best of his 
ability, hoping that in this he may continue to be as- 
sisted by contributions and selections of matter suited 
to the pages of The Tract Repository. 


DAVID HESTON. 
Frankford, Penna., Twelfth mo. 24th, 1885. 








TEMPTATION.—The serpent has found its way 
into all the Edens of this world. Never, until 
this mortal puts on immortality, does it put off 
finally the possibility of sinning. Nowhere cana 
man go that temptation will not find him. Temp- 
tation possesses a free pass on all the railroads, a 
free berth on all the boats, a free entrance to 
school rooms, and business offices, and play- 
grounds—and even to the churches. Little escape, 
for example, does the reforming drunkard find in 
boarding the express train that, with every mo- 
ment, puts another’ mile between himself and his 
old saloon haunts. Old evil associations he in- 
deed leaves behind, but not the old evil thirst, the 
old fierce temptation. Za shares his seat in the 
train, his state room on the boat, and halts only 
when he halts. Temptation finds the hermit in 
his ascetic retirement as readily as though he 
mingled with the crowd. ‘Temptation climbs the 
high and bare and guarded wall of the convent as: 
well as the latticed arbor of the pleasure-seeker. 
Temptation pays no heed to warnings of ‘‘ no ad- 
mittance,’’ be such warnings moral, legal, or ec- 
clesiastical. ‘Temotation’s very power for evil is 
in this constant presence, which leaves not an un- 
guarded moment or movement of the soul un- 
noticed. Then what? Then we must be vigilant. 
If temptation insists, we must resist, and mast per- 
sist in resisting. If the evil is watchful in attack, . 
we must be watchful in defence. And, above all, 
if temptation tempts us with that subtlest of temp- 
tations—discouragement in the struggle—let us 
lean hard on the divine promise that our tempta- 
tions will never be beyond what we are able to 
bear. God's help would have made Canaan the 
Land of Rest to the Israelites if they had had 
faith, even while they found it a land of many 
conflicts. God’s love will give us rest amidst our 


inevitable struggles—if we will rest upon that 
love.—S. S. Times. 
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From the (London) Christian. 


THE NATIVITY. 





Sounding faintly through the stillness 
Come the voices of the night; 

Floating softly through the gleaming 

Of the distant dim starlight 

Come the voices of the bells. 


Soaring with the soaring breezes 
Loud and full the tidings peal; 

Falling with the falling starlight, 
Low and clear the tidings steal— 
Tidings ot the birth of Christ. 


“Peace on earth, good-will and gladness !” 
(Saith the chiming of the bells) 

«Sing, rejoice, and banish sadness !” 
(Rings the rhyming of the bells) 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem !” 


Far across the span of ages 
List the pealing of the bells! 

By the breath of Time re-echoed, 
Still the same sweet message swells 
“God with us, Emmanuel!” 


So each year which bears us onward 
Still the grand old message hears, 
And with voice of thrilling deepness 
Rolls it on to other years— 
News of the Nativity! 


Till the strange and mystic music, 
Echoed from the angels’ song 

By the bells of vanished ages, 
Shall have swept its course along, 
Shall have chimed its latest peal. 


And in heaven, among the angels, 
Where eternal music dwells, 
Shall the voices of the harpers 
Ring the echo of the bells, 
Ring the solemn advent song. J. E, W. J. 





A LEGEND. 





I read a legend of a monk who painted, 
In an old convent cell in days bygone, 
Pictures of martyrs and of virgins sainted, 
And the sweet Christ-face with the crown of thorn. 


Poor daubs! not fit to be a chapel’s treasure ! 
Full many a taunting word upon them fell. 

But the good abbot let him for his pleasure, 
Adorn with them his solitary cell. 


One night the poor monk mused: ‘Could I but render 


Honor to Christ as other painters do, 
Were but my skill as great as is the tender 
Love that inspires me when His cross I view ! 


“But no—'tis vain I toil and strive in sorrow ;- 
What man so scorns still less can he admire ; 
My life’s work is all valueless—to-morrow 
I'll cast my ill wrought pictures on the fire.” 


He raised his eyes, within his cell -O wonder! 
There stood a visitor—thorn-crowned was He, 
And a sweet voice the silence rent asunder— 
“T scorn no work that's done for love of Me.” 


And round the walls the paintings shone resplendent 
With lights and colors to this world unknown, 

A perfect beauty, and a hue transcendent, 

That never yet on mortal canvas shone, 


There is a meaning in the strange old story— 
Let none dare judge his brother’s worth or need ; 
The pure intent givesto the act its glory, 
The noblest purpose makes the grandest deed. 
— Home Fournal. 


—_————— +oo 





From the (London) Christian. 
A NEW YEAR’S WISH. 


What shall I wish for thee? Friend ot my journey 
Standing with me on this land-mark of time, 
Watching the ebb of a wave that returns not, 
Past beyond ken, with the voice of yon chime. 


What shall I wish for thee? Life has been dreary, 
Hands have waxed teeble, and hearts have grown 
sore ; 
White sails are fading afar in the distance, 
Freighted with vain hopes, they come back no more. 


Once, from my heart, happy wishes were springing— 
Riches, and gladness, and health, and long life, 

Friends to be near thee, and dear ones to cheer thee, 
Sleep without sadness and home without strife. 


Ah! life some lessons has taught me since then, 
Turning light wishes and hopes into prayer; 

How can I choose for thee ? How can I wish for thee ? 
Best of my wishes may bring thee a snare, 


Now, as the ocean of time heaves around us, 
Think I, How perished such treasures as these? 

Too rich the bark to want Christ at the helm, 
Therefore it sank in the depths of the seas, 


- Better, the fishing-boat tossed on the billow! 


Better, the storm that the Lord bids it brave! 
Safe shall the harbor be gained ere the nightfall, 
Safe shall He pilot it over each wave. 


Therefore I wish—not for calm, or for sunshine— 
God choose our lot in this year and in all 
Only that Christ be in sorrow or gladness— 
Only to trust Him, whatever befall. 


Christ for the wintry days, Christ for the summer, 
Christ for the bright hours, Christ tor the dark ; 
Brave be our hearts as we launch on the New Year 

Never to perish, with Christ in the bark. M. G. 








WHAT IS HEAVEN? 





“ What is Heaven?” I asked a little child; 
“ All joy /” and in her innocence she smiled. 


I asked the aged with her care oppressed : 
“‘ All suffering o’er, oh! heaven at last, is vest¢ /” 


I asked a maiden, meek and tender-eyed: 
“ It must be love /” she modestly replied. 


I asked the artist, who adored his art: 
“ Heaven is all beauty /” spoke his raptured heart. 


I asked a poet, with his soul afire : 
“Tis glory—gilory /” and he struck his lyre, 


I asked the Christian, waiting her release: 
A halo round her, low she murmured: “ Peace /" 


So all may look with hopeful eyes above, 
Tis beauty, glory, joy, rest, peace and love. 


—Philadelphia Call. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


GREAT BRITAIN.—The 29th ult. was the 76th an- 
niversary of the birth of William E. Gladstone. Dur- 
ing the morning he was the recipient of 400 letters 
congratulating him, on having attained his 76th year. 
He has requested the Press Associations to convey to 
his friends his thanks for the many hundreds of con- 
gratulatory letters and telegrams received by him. 

Lord Randolph Churchill, Secretary of State for 
India, isin Ireland. It is thought that his visit is for 
the purpose of obtaining information bearing on the 
Irish question, to be used at a Cabinet council to be 
held shortly. 

Edward Stanhope, Vice-President of the Council, 
in a speech on the 2gth, said: “ Englishmen will not 
allow Irishmen to dictate what policy is best for the 
welfare and interest of the nation. Many persons are 
anxious to promote the discussion of the Irish ques- 
tion with a view of securing an alteration of the Con- 
stitution, root and branch, but it is to be hoped that 
the wisdom of the members of the House of Com- 
mons will prevent their designs from being accom- 
plished.” 

T. D. Sullivan, the new Lord Mayor of Dublin, was 
formally installed in office First mo, 1st, with much 
ceremony, The populace was very enthusiastic, and 
turned out em masse in honor of the event. Good 
order prevailed, No soldiers were seen on the streets 
during the demonstration. 

The proclamation announcing the annexation of 
Burmah to the British Empire was read here on the 
Ist inst. The proclamation said that the territories 
formerly governed by King Theebaw will no longer be 
under his rule, but will become a part of the domin- 
ions of the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland and 
Empress of India, and that the government of the 
country will be administered during her Majesty's 


pleasure by officers appointed by the Viceroy of India. 


FRANCE.—After a short session of the Cabinet on 
the 29th ult., Premier Brisson called upon President 
Grévy and tendered the resignation of the whole 


Cabinet. On the 30th it was accepted, and on the 
31st, President Grévy summoned M. de Freycinet, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, to form a new Cabinet. 
M. de Freycinet, however, is reluctant to accept such 
a responsibility at the present moment, in view of the 
gravity of the political situation of affairs in France. 
He has asked the President to grant him time to con- 
sider the proposal and to consult with his friends and 
the Republican leaders, 


SPAIN.—Queen Christina was sworn as Regent be- 
fore the Cortes on the 29th ult. The streets through 
which the royal pageant passed were lined with troops. 
The populace were very cordial in the reception of 
her Majesty. 

The committees of Congress have approved a bill 
to prohibit until 1892 all treaties of commerce which 
will expire in 1887. This virtually ensures the re- 
newal of negotiations for commercial treaties with 
England and the United States. The committees have 
also approved a bill for reform in the treasury service. 
Both Houses will confirm the bills. The session will 
close next week. Any attempt to raise a political de- 
bate will be promptly checked. 


BELGIUM.—King Leopold on the 31st ult. received 
Lieut. Taunt, U. S. Navy, who has been exploring 
the Congo region, Lieut. Taunt describes the regions 
of the Lower Congo as arid, unhealthy and unpro- 
ductive, but above Stanley Pool, he says, the climate is 
fine and the resources immense. He will so report to 
the Government at Washington, adding that the coun- 
try is now unworkable; that the whites cannot colo- 


THE FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


nize; that the natives will not work, and that coolie 
labor is necessary. He found that relations between 
the whites and the natives were excellent. 

DomEsTIC.—The Cabinet meeting on the 29th was 
devoted to discussing the financial condition of the 
country, and the probabilities of Congressional action 
upon the silver question, 

The Postmaster General has signed a convention, 
which took effect on the Fiist, for the exchange of 
money orders between the United States and the Lee. 
ward Islands, comprising the islands of Antigus, St, 
Christopher, Nevis, Dominica, Montserrat and the 


Virgin Islands. 


The /ron Trade Review of Cleveland, Ohio, pub- 
lishes a large number of letters from manufacturers, 
principally of machinery, throughout the United 
States, concerning trade during 1885, and the outlook 
for 1886. “ In wood-working machinery business has 
been large in volume, but prices have been too low to 
be satisfactory. Machine tool works have had a 
comparatively dull year, with unremunerative prices, 
Manufacturers of specia: patented tools note no dim- 
inution in either volume or prices during the year, 
some of them on the contrary reporting a decided in- 
crease. In freight and passenger elevators there has 
been an active demand throughout the entire year, 
some works running over-time, Bolt and nut ma- 
chinery has had ready sale. Mill machinery was in 
about the same demand as 1884. The blast furnace 
and mining machinery has suffered from dullaess, but 
not as much as might be expected. Manufacturers of 
roofing enjoyed a good trade. Hardware works have 
been generally well employed. All branches of iron 
and machinery trade note a decided increase in both 
orders and inquiries within the past sixty days, and 
the prediction is made, without exception, that 1886 
will be a year of widespread prosperity.” 

It is now said that. the public debt statement for last 
month will show, not an increase, but a reduction of 
about nine million. of dollars. 





EDWARD BETTLE, Jr., 


INVESTMENT SECURITIES 
512 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Agency for r cent. Mortgage Loans on Farms in 
winpante and Dakota, ougetated by Graves & Vinton, St. 
Paul, Minn. : 

6 per cent. Farm Mortgage Loans, Principal and Interest 
guaranteed by The Middlesex Banking Company, Mid- 
dletown, Conn., a Corporation under the supervision of the 
Bank Commissioners of Connecticut. 

Descriptive pamphlets furnished. 


ASSAR COLLEGE, P nxocgate. N.Y. 
V FOR THE LIBERAL EDUCATION F WOMEN, 
with acomplete Coltegs Course, Schools of Painting and 
Music, Astronomical Observatory,Laboratory of Chem- 
istry and Physics, Cabinets of Natural History, a 
Museum of Art, a Library of 15,000 Volumes, ten 
Professors, twenty-three Teachers, and thoroughly 
equipped for its work. Students at present admitted to 
& preparatory course. Catalogues sent on cgpmeeies: 

i: RYLAND KENDRICK, D. D., Acting President 


NEW PUBLICATION. 


A BUNDLE OF SONNETS, and OTHER POEMS. 
BY HENRY HARTSHORNE, 


18mo, pp. 221. Porter & Coates, 9th and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. For sale also by Frank A. 
Sniffen, 1316 Filbert Street, Philadelphia. $1.00, By 
mail, $1.10., 








WV TANTED—A Governess for a private family. Ad- 
dress T, E, RoBErRTs, Arthur, Dakota. 





